
Write	
  a	
  single	
  paragraph:	
  	
  What	
  is	
  this	
  article	
  about	
  (the	
  main	
  point	
  of	
  
this	
  article)	
  
	
  
Here	
  is	
  an	
  example	
  of	
  how	
  to	
  write	
  a	
  scientific	
  paragraph:	
  
	
  
Good	
  scientific	
  writers	
  pay	
  attention	
  to	
  how	
  their	
  words	
  play	
  on	
  paper.	
  
Good	
  writers	
  begin,	
  for	
  example,	
  by	
  unambiguously	
  declaring	
  the	
  topic	
  
of	
  the	
  paragraph	
  in	
  the	
  first	
  sentence.	
  After	
  establishing	
  the	
  focus,	
  
each	
  subsequent	
  sentence	
  begins	
  with	
  “old	
  information”	
  (in	
  bold-­‐face	
  
type)	
  that	
  ties	
  each	
  sentence	
  back	
  to	
  thoughts	
  that	
  continue	
  from	
  the	
  
previous	
  sentence.	
  The	
  progression	
  from	
  “old	
  information”	
  to	
  “new	
  
information”	
  within	
  each	
  sentence	
  guarantees	
  continuity,	
  i.e.,	
  a	
  
continuous,	
  not	
  disjointed,	
  flow	
  of	
  thoughts	
  on	
  a	
  single	
  topic	
  within	
  the	
  
paragraph.	
  Continuity	
  of	
  thought	
  almost	
  guarantees	
  coherence,	
  too,	
  so	
  
that	
  all	
  thoughts	
  within	
  the	
  paragraph	
  are	
  focused	
  on	
  that	
  one	
  topic	
  
declared	
  in	
  the	
  first	
  sentence.	
  Coherence	
  	
  is	
  further	
  enhanced	
  by	
  
providing	
  a	
  final	
  sentence	
  that	
  ties	
  the	
  various	
  thoughts	
  in	
  the	
  
paragraph	
  together.	
  These	
  characteristics	
  of	
  good	
  writing	
  help	
  to	
  
transform	
  a	
  succession	
  of	
  seemingly	
  ordinary	
  words	
  into	
  a	
  certain	
  
indescribable	
  magic	
  as	
  readers	
  are	
  captivated	
  by	
  your	
  text.	
  	
  
	
  


